


Ellipsis
The Perfect Tool For a…Pause.
Explanation
An ellipsis is indicated by three periods and can be used to evoke one of two things in your writing:
1. A pause
2. An indication of omission from a quote
A pause can be indicated simply by tacking the ellipsis onto the final bit of wording or dialogue to indicate the writer is stopping his thought process for a moment. An ellipsis used in a quote, on the other hand, indicates that the writer has omitted some wording from the original quote. 
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1. Pause:
“But it was too late…the food had already been burnt.”
“Not a whole lot could be done after that…”
2. Quote omissions:
“Let every nation know…That we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, to assure the survival and the success of liberty.” (John F. Kennedy)
We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline…Again and again we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force.” (Martin Luther King Jr.)
Exercises
Can you indicate if the text uses ellipsis points for a pause or an omission from a quote? Where might this punctuation be appropriately used in some of these quotes?
1. Well,…I really don’t want to give away the ending of the series.
2. “Mix the dough in a bowl. If the bowl is blue, it will look like a cloud in the sky. Then, press the dough out on the baking sheet.”
3. There is still much work to do…We are, after all, only just beginning.
4. “I had found a rare bird species in the forest. It was on a Friday, my favorite day of the week as well. I immediately took out my camera to capture proof of its habitat there.”
[image: ]
The Writing Center
Fort Steilacoom: CAS 403 * 253-964-6252
Puyallup: LSC 207 * 253-864-3378
www.pierce.ctc.edu/writing-center
https://pierce.instructure.com/courses/1762129		
image1.png
PIERCE COLLEGE # 4%,

possibilities. realized.




